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Our country is in grave crisis. We are at the crossroads. There 
is a question mark on our future. Each time before this, the great 
Indian People have found the right path, though they paid a high 
price for it. They will do so this time too, whatever the price. 

December 6, 1992 gave a shock to the whole nation. That day, 
the 5 centuries’ old Babri Masjid was demolished by a group of 
‘kar sevaks’, while the topmost leaders of the BJP-VHP-RSS 
looked on; whether with glee or sorrow is a matter that can be left 
to their several conscience. In justification of this sectarian frenzy, 
it is said that vengeance had been done to correct a ‘historical 
outrage’. They say it is an ‘act of faith”! 

So-called ‘moderates’ expressed sorrow and shed a tear or 
two, for a couple of days. The mood of remorse vanished within 
48 hours. For the record, they repeated some such words in 
Parliament, and then promptly closed ranks with the ‘extremists’ 
for the next step forward. Said one of these unrepentent ex- 
tremists, "It was the spontaneous action of some kar sevaks who 
had brought pick axes with them". Real ‘spontaneity’ this, where 
‘Kar sevaks’ thought fully brought along pick axes should oc- 
casion for such a ‘spontaneous action’ arise! Then comes the 
bland assertion: “We have undoubtedly achieved our goal, though 
we would have preferred to achieve it through legal and constitu- 
tional means. We are neither sorry nor regretful over the disap- 
pearance of the disputed structure". *1 

The message is clear: If {egal and constitutional means do not 
lead to the goal, let pickaxes do the job. Here is no small fry, but 
Pramod Mahajan, the general secretary of the BJP speaking. 

What came down on December 6, with pick axes, shovels, 
dynamite and other lethal equipment, were not just the three 
domes of an ancient mosque, but three domes of the constitu- 
tion, the Rule of Law and Justice. It was the secular, democratic 
edifice of our Republic that was sought to be demolished that day, 
which happened to be also the ‘smritidin’ of one of its main 
architects, Dr B R Ambedkar. 

At this point one recalls the words of Dashrath: "Raghukul 
Reet Sada chali ayi, pran jai baru vachan na jai" (This is the eternal 
law of the Raghu Clan. Life may be forfeit, but never the word 
once given). 

Ram honoured this pledge to the letter, no matter what the 
consequences. The modern-day '‘Rambhakts' which the RSS- 
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VHP-BJP leaders claim to be, created history by breaking al! their 
solemn pledges and assurances given to the Supreme Court, the 
National Integration Council, and it is said, also to the prime 
minister. They did it in the name of Ram, for erecting a temple to 
his greater glory. What ‘maryada’ did they keep and honour by 
this deed? 

They say, it was an expression of their resurgent Hindutva, an 
explosion of their pent-up rage. That is true. The foul deed was 
not accidental. It is the end product of six decades of indoctrina- 
tion in fanaticism, bigotry, contempt for other religions while 
extolling one’s own, hatred towards minority communties while 
creating a seige mentality among the majority and so on. This 
has been the ‘bauddhik’ (the indoctrination class) carried out by 
the RSS and the organisations it spawned. They cultivated the 
old soit of orthodoxy, planted the seeds of fanaticism and are now 
harvesting their hybrid variety of ‘Hindutva’. Therefore if we are 
to analyse this ‘Hindutva we will have to go back to what the RSS 
and its idealogues have always preached. 


It 

Even today, there is none more authoritative on this issue than 
Guruji Golwalkar, who headed the ‘Sangh Parivar’ for over three 
decades, and moulded the thinking of their leaders and cadres. 

Guruji begins by asserting that Hindu religion is the only true 
religion, while others are not. In ‘Dheyasmriti’ he says, 

"If you examine closely, you will find that Hindu religion is the 
only one which can be called religion (dharma). The others are 
not religions at all”. 

His disciple, a prominentt RSS publicist Sita Ram Goel 
elaborates this further: 

“It is a mistake to accept islam as a religion . And this mistake 
is at the root of all other mistakes".2 Or again, 

"Hindus in their ignorance have recognised Islam and Chris- 
tianity as religions. This recognition has to be withdrawn. This is 
the first implication of the Emerging National Vision......We have 
to proclaim from the house tops that we do not recognise Chris- 
tianity and islam as religions". 3 

Well might the reader ask: Did Istam or Christianity, or for that 
matter any other religion, require ‘recognition’ from RSS head- 
quarters? For singing the glory of Hindu religion, which has roots 
in our hoary past and a rich treasure house of philosophical 
thought, does one have to deny the status of ‘religion’ to other 
faiths? Surely, the ridiculousness of this RSS thesis is matched 
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only by its arrogance and the contempt that it breathes for other 
religions! 

Let us see what Swami Vivekananda, whom the ‘Sangh’ 
Parivar’ has tried hard to appropriate to itself, say about the Hindu 
outlook and its view of other religions. We have his immortal and 
electrifying Address to the World Parliament of Religions in 
Chicago on September 11, 1893 —an address whose centenary 
is now being observed. Said he: 

“Sisters and Brothers of America, 

It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to rise in response 
to the warm and cordial welcome which you have given us. 
| thank you in the name of the most ancient order of monks 
in the world; I thank you in the name of the mother of religions 
and | thank you in the name of the millions and millions of 
Hindu people of all classes and sects. 

My thanks, also, to some of the speakers on this platform 
who, referring to the delegates from the Orient, have told you 
that these men from far-off nations may well claim the honour 
of bearing to different lands the idea of toleration. | am proud 
to belong to a religion which has taught the world both 
tolerance and universal acceptance. We believe not only in 
universal toleration, but we accept all religions as true. | am 
proud to belong to a nation which has sheltered the per- 
secuted and the refugees of all religions and all nations of the 
earth. | am proud to tell you that we have gathered in our 
bosom the purest remnant of the Israelites, who came to 
Southern India and took refuge with us in the very year in 
which their holy temple was shattered to pieces by Roman 
tyranny. | am proud to belong to the religion which has 
sheltered and is still fostering the remnant of the grand 
Zoroastrian nation. | will quote to you, breathren, a few lines, 
from a hymn which | remember to have repeated from my 
earliest boyhood, which is every day repeated by millions of 
human beings: "As the different streams having their sources 
in different places all mingle their water in the sea, so, O Lord, 
the different oaths which men take through different tenden- 
cies, various though they appear, crooked or straight all lead 
to thee. 

The present convention, which is one of the most august 
assemblies ever held, is in itself a vindication, a declaration 
to the world of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Gita: 
"Whosoever comes to Me, through whatsoever form, | reach 
him; all men are struggling though paths which in the end 
lead to Me." Sectarianism, bigotry, and its horrible descen- 
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dant, fanaticism, have long possessed this beautiful earth. 
They have filled the earth with violence, drenched it often and 
often with human blood, destroyed civilisation, and sent 
whole nations to despair. Had it not been for these horrible 
demons, human society would be far more advanced than it 
is now. But their time is come; and ! earnestly hope that the 
bell that tolled this morming in honour of this convention may 
be the death knell of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with 
the sword or with the pen, and of all uncharitable feelings 
between persons wending their way to the same goal." 


And then here are the final words of Vivekananda at the closing 
session of this World Parliament on September 27, 1893: 

“Much has been said of the common ground of religious 
unity. | am not going just now to venture my own theory. But 
if any one here hopes that this unity will come by the triumph 
of anyone of the religions and the destruction of the others, 
to him | say, "Brothers, yours is an impossible hope." Do! 
wish that the Christian would become Hindu? God forbid. 
Do ! wish that the Hindu or Buddhist would become Chris- 
tian? God forbid. 

The seed is put in the ground, and earth and air and water 
are placed around it. Does the seed become the earth, or the 
air, or the water? No. It becomes a plant, it develops after 
the law of its own growth, assimilates the air, the earth, and 
the water, converts them into plant substance, and grows into 
a plant. 

Similar is the case with religion. The Christian is not to 
become a Hindu or a Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a Buddhist to 
become a Christian. But each must assimilate the spirit of 
the others and yet preserve his individuality and grow ac- 
cording to his own law of growth. 

If the Parliament of Religions has shown anything to this 
world it is this: It has proved to the world that holiness, purity, 
and charity are not the exclusive possessions of any church 
in the world, and that every system has produced men and 
women of the most exalted character. In the face of this 
evidence, if anybody dreams of the exclusive survival of his 
own religion and the destruction of others, | pity him from the 
bottom of my heart, and point out to him that upon th. banner 
of every religion will soon be written, in spite of resistance: 
"Help and not Fight", "Assimilation and not Destruction", 
"Harmony and Peace and not Dissension". 
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These words ring out as if they are spoken today, and are 
addressed to all of us, the people of this country, with the variety 
of religions we have. 

Il 

Gandhiji called himself a sanatani Hindu, a follower of sanatan 
dharma. He wrote and spoke about his beliefs several times. 
There is orthodoxy in his beliefs and yet a liberal humane outlook, 
devoid of bigotry and cant, which made him sharply critical of 
several practices and beliefs in Hinduism like untouchability, 
sacrifice of animals offered in the name of religion, dedication of 
girls to virtual prostitution also in the name of religion, prohibition 
of widow remarriage and so on. 

This is how he expressed his outlook. “Hinduism is not an 
exclusive religion. In it there is room for the worship of all the 
prophets of the world...... Hinduism tells everyone to worship God 
aotording to his own faith or dharma, and so it lives at peace with 
alf the religions."4 

RSS spokesmen beginning from Balasaheb Deoras, refer 
approvingly these days to Gandhiji as a believer in sanatan 
dharma. One of them has even lyrically observed, that, 
"Gandhiji’'s whole life was an uninterrupted hymn to Hinduism". 

Yet we know, Gandhiji became a martyr to the bullets of Hindu 
zealots inspired by the RSS. Why should this have happened? 
Was Gandhiji any less of a ‘Rambhakt’ than the present day 
RSS-brand Rambhakts? It was he, Gandhiji, who spoke of Ram 
Rajya before any of them did. So deep was Ram in his soul, that 
when he fell to the assassin’s bullets, "He Ram", were the two 
words that he uttered. And yet, we repeat, he was killed by the 
RSS-brand Rambhakts because they knew, that he was‘secular 
in thought and spirit, and was the biggest obstacle to their goal 
of a "Hindu Rashtra". 

It is no accident that the elements who killed Gandhiji then, 
are the same who have demolished a masjid now. The goa! is the 
same, the methods similar. They used three bullets to kill him 
then. They used dynamite and pick axes to demolish three domes 
now. 

This was Gandhiji's view: 

"By Ram Raj, 1 do not mean Hindu Raj. | mean by Ram Raj, 
Divine Raj, the kingdom of God. For me, Ram and Rahim are one 
and the same deity".5 ° 

To him, 

"Religions are not for separating men from one another, they 
are meant to bind them.... 1 do not expect India of my dream to 
develop one religion, that is, to be wholly Hindu, or wholly Mus- 
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salman, but | want it to be wholly tolerant, with its religions working 
side by side with one another."6 

He sounded the warning; 

"If Hinduism teaches hatred of Islam or of non-Hindus, it is 
doomed to-destruction".7 

The "Sangh Parivar" is fond of idealising Sardar Pate! (as 
against Nehru). But let us remind them of what Patel wrote in his 
letter to Guruji on September 11, 1948, when the latter was 
pleading for the removal of the ban on the RSS and release of 
those arrested. 

"Organising the Hindus and helping them is one thing, but 
going for revenge for its sufferings on innocent and helpless men, 
women and children is quite another thing..... It was not necessary 
to spread poison in order to enthuse the Hindus and organise for 
their protection. As a final result of that poison, the country had 
to suffer the sacrifice of the invaluable life of Gandhiji......" 

Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyaya, who gave us our immortal 
national song, Vande Mataram, had written as follows in his book, 
Kamalakanta, with reference to Bengal (but this applies to India 
as a whole): 

"Bengal is a land of Hindus and Muslims, not of Hindus alone. 
Now however, the Hindus and Muslims are disunited, there is no 
goodwill in their relations. For Bengal’s real progress Hindu- 
Muslim unity must absolutely be‘ achieved." 


Iv 

Arising from the Sangh Parivar's "Hindutva" approach of non- 
recognition of other religions, of contempt and hostility towards 
other religions, comes the next demand that ali non-Hindus must 
submerge their identity into the Hindu identity, if they have to live 
in this country, and that too as second-class citizens. Consider 
these words of Guruji put down in cold print, and not just delivered 
in the heat of the moment: 

"The non-Hindu people in Hindustan must adopt the Hindu 
culture and language, must learn to respect and hold in reverence 
Hindu religion, must entertain no idea but those of the glorification 
of the Hindu race and culture, i.e., they must not only give up their 
attitude of intolerance and ungratefulness towards this land and 
its age long tradition but most also cultivate the positive attitude 
of love and devotion instead — in a word they must cease to be 
foreigners, or may stay in the country wholly subordinate to the 
Hindu nation, claiming, deserving no privileges, far be any 
preferential treatment — not even citizen's rights".8 
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Thus spake Guruji. After this, his disciplies went further afield. 
One among them is Shri Girilal Jain, who has taken upon himself 
the task of rationalising "Hindutva" and giving it a sharper edge if 
possible. Wrote he, 

"They (the Muslims) should understand that even in a family, 
if the dominance of one — be that of the father or the mother or the 
son or the daughter is missing, even the home cannot be run wel!. 
Similarly, in this country, Hindu dominance is a must. If Hindus 
are treated at par with Muslims, then this country cannot be run'".9 

With this homily comes the threat, "Once our Hindutva is 
awakened, then whatever we do, would be "Hindu", would be 
appropriate, would be beneficial. This | believe." 10 

Worthy of note is that in Guruji's words which we quoted 
before, there is nothing of reciprocity, no mutual respect or 
tolerance, no ‘samanvyaya drishti’, but one-sided demands onthe 
non-Hindu people. itt is followed by the statement that they 
non-Hindus are ‘foreigners’, which they must cease to be, or 


Vajpayee spoke the other day about the Sangh Parivar's faith 
in ‘sarva dharma samabhav’ in the course of his fiery oration after 
the latest ban on the RSS. Where in heaven’s name, we ask 
Vajpayeeji, is the ‘samabhav’ or the ‘samanvyaya drishti’ in all 
these utterances of the Sangh propagandists and their chief 
ideologue? 

Contrast this to what Gandhiji had to say on this subject: "| 
must rebel against the idea that millions of Indians who were 
Hindus the other day changed their nationality on adopting Islam 
as their religion........ My whole soul rebels against the idea that 
Hinduism and Islam represent two antagonistic cultures and 
doctrines".11 

And then further: 

"For HinduS§ to expect islam, Christianity or Zoroastrianism to 
be driven out of India is as idle a dream as it would be for 
Mussalmans-to have only islam of their imagination rule the 
world." 12 

Vv 

The Big Debate that the Sangh parivar has tried to force on 
the natjon in their quest for a “Hindu Rashtra" is the one about 
Secularism versus Communalism. Advaniji has bestowed the 
appellation ‘pseudo-secular’ on all those who claim to be secular. 
He has appropriated true secularism as a trait only of Hindus and 
Hinduism. In this, he is only repeating what his late Guru said in 
a speech in Delhi, "Anybody claiming himself or herself to be 
secularist has to be a staunch Hindu." 
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Undoubtedly Hindus played a major part in building the 
secular traditions of our Freedom Movement, and laying the 
secular foundations of our Republic. But that is because though 
Hindu by religion they thought of themselves politically and 
culturally as Indians, first and last. The revolutionaries who laid 
down their lives, the leaders and followers in the national struggle 
never thought of building a Hindu Rashtra, but a Free Indian 
Nationhood. At the same time, one must not forget the important 
role of freedom-fighters, national leaders and nation-builders 
coming from other faith too. That would be an unpardonable 
crime against history. 

The Sangh has therefore, launched the task of demolishing 
the image of a secular Hindu and to set the ‘secular’ against the 
Hindu. They shout a thousand times from the housetops, "The 
secularists are anti-Hindu"! 

Why should they be, you may ask? Are not the mass who are 
Hindu devotees, but have respect for other religions too, among 
them? They are people, who in the words of Ramakrishna 
Paramahamsa believe, “A truly religious man should think that 
other religions also are paths leading to the truth. He should 
always maintain an attitude of respect towards other religions".13 

Was not Gandhiji an ardent follower of ‘Sanatan Dharma’, 
and yet truly secular? 

As to Communists and leftists, they may be non-believers, 
atheists themselves, though that is not an obligatory condition to 
be a Communist. However, they respect all religions. They 
uphold the right of every religious group to observe its religious 
practices, preserve its religious symbols, and its places of wor- 
ship. 

Therefore, those who profess to be secular in outlook are 
against no religion; — certainly not against Hindu religion which 
more than 82 per cent of our people fcllow. 

On the other hand, whether it is the sectarian frenzy of a bigot 
whose passions have been worked up, or the well thought out 
preachings of the RSS Guru Golwalkar, or even the intellectual 
sophistry of the likes of Girilal Jain; whether it is the refined 
‘extremism’ of an Advani or the uncouth variety of a Murli Manohar 
Joshi, or may be the ‘moderate’ views of Vajpayee, their 
‘Hindutva’ has meant hatred towards Muslims and a patronising 
indulgence towards other minorities. it has meant a desire to 
reshape India into a "Hindu Rashtra" where communities other 
than Hindus would have to survive at the mercy and goodwill of 
the majority, and have to merge their identity into what is asserted 
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to be the ‘Hindu culture’. This they all assert, would be the true 
"Nationalism", the genuine ‘Rashtriyata’, the 24 carat patriotism. 

Is this ‘Hindutva’ the real Hindu ethos, the true Hindu view of 
life? It is this question that again and again cries out for an answer. 

Among followers of any religion there can be, and have been 
trends towards bigotry and fundamentalism, a trend of sectarian 
intolerance which distorts religious teachings and uses them as 
the sword and shield against followers of other religions, as 
weapons for political power. But in this ancient {and of ours, seers 
and saints, sufis and bhakti poets, social reformers and 
revolutionaries have sung and preached through the centuries in 
order to stress the humanist essence of religion, to decry dogmas 
and bigotry, to cry out against all forms of social oppression and 
injustice which the prevailing social and political order imposed 
and sanctified by quoting and interpreting certain scriptural texts. 
Their songs and sayings are on the tongues of all our folks. It is 
this ethos that has kept our country and our people together down 
the ages, and seen them through severe trials. It is through them 
all that a Hindu ethos has developed in our country. 

As early as Vedic times, our seers taught, "Aa no bhadrah 
kratvo yantu vishwatah" (Let noble thoughts come to us from all 
directions of the universse). It was a call to keep our ears and 
eyes open, to open the windows of our mind to the outside world, 
to absorb all that is best. 

Our forefathers knew of various sects, various faiths that 
prevail. So they said, "Ekam sad viprah bahudha vadanti’ (Truth 
is one, the sages call it variously). 

There is the lofty humanist sentiment expressed in the 
aphorism: 

"Guhyam bramha tadidam bho brawimi na hi manushyat 
sreshthataram hi kinchit" (This is the secret doctrine | reveal to 
you that there is no other greater truth than man. Man is the 
measure of all things). 

Not a trace of sectarianism, or exclusiveness can we discern 
in all this. 

Are the RSS propagandists ignorant of these, or other stirring 
thoughts from our rich heritage? They are not. They even refer 
to them on occasions. But to what purpose? Only to show to the 
rest of the world, what shining gems of philosophical heritage we 
have with us. But following from them, they do not adopt and 
propagate the broad mind, the liberal thought, the humanist 
approach, the tolerant outiook, the love and respect due to the 
people of other faiths. 
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Are the other great religions of the world, whose followers we 
have in our midst, devoid of such tfofty thoughts? Certainly not. 
Just to give an instance, we quote from an ayat in the Koran Sharif, 
" Oh mankind! Lo! We have created you male and female and have 
made you nations and tribes that ye may know one another!" 

But how do the RSS propagandists look at all this? This is 
what one of them wrote in ‘Organiser’, mouthpiece of the Sangh, 
"I am convinced that Hinduism being a Dharma —a way otf life and 
not mere religion, is an anti-communal creed...... However, in 
self-defence and when pushed to the wali, they do 
retaliate....... The Muslims should be grateful for the Hindus’ gift 
of secularism to them." 


Vi 

Anti-communalism is not a virtue attached to a particular 
religion, and denied to the others. In fact communalism is the 
negation of all true religion. It cannot be equated with religion. 
Communalism has nothing in common with religious devotion, 
piety and a deep spiritual outlook. It converts one of the deepest 
spiritual experience, religious belief, into a marketable commodity 
for votes, for political power. As the historian Romila Thapar put 
it, "When one looks at communalism, one is not looking merely 
at a religious ideology, one is looking at the political use of a 
religious ideology". 

Go to the root of communalism and you find it is a political 
question, one of rallying vote banks and consolidating spheres of 
influence behind a particular party or group. Sometimes it is a 
weapon for dispossessing a group belonging to another faith from 
land, dwellings or business and grabbing them for one’s own 
group. Its aim is to divide people according to faith, pit one 
community against the other, preach contempt and hatred against 
the ‘other’ faith and draw blood occasionally through or- 
chestrated riots and violence. 

It is this communal outlook which permeates every thesis put 
forward by the Sangh parivar’s propagandists. That is why after 
every speech delivered by the BJP leaders, including such 
‘moderates’ and sober leaders like Atalji, the slogans that rend the 
air from the followers, from the audience, are out and out com- 
munal and provocative slogans, spewing hate and threat against 
the minority community. Can this be any part of the true Hindu 
ethos, or is it only an expression of the Sangh’s ‘Hindutva'? 

The aim of this aggressive communalism of the majority 
fanned by the Sangh parivar, is to lay the groundwork for a Hindu 
Rashtra, a theocratic state. 
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As a complement to this Hindutva brand communalism is the 
communalism of the minority. This minority communalism seeks 
to raliy its forces by similarly rousing fanaticism, stressing its 
exclusiveness and its past, and by raising a barrier, all in the name 
of a ‘defensive mechanism’ against the majority communalists. 

This exclusive minority complex is at the root of minority 
communalism. It tends to forget that it is only a part of the whole, 
and can survive and flourish only by not alienating itself from the 
whole, by remaining an inseparable part of the whole secular, 
democratic movement. Both majority and minority communalism 
usually complement and fuel each other. 

Both try to wipe out from people's memory and: perception, 
that men of all creed and faith have lived side by side in this 
ancient land of ours. They have been born here, grew up here, 
and have breathe, or will breathe their last, here on its bosom, 
Together they have fought for freedom. Together they have 
defended it. Together they have to fight for its future. Our destiny 
is tied together inextricably and for all times. 


VII 

The communal essence of the Sangh Parivar's brand of Hin- 
dutva has a definite aim. It attempts to polarise, and therefore 
divide the different communities, so as to lay the foundation of a 
Hindu Rashtra. This conscious aim is spelt out in so many words 
by Giri Lal Jain, thus: 

"I believe that this polarisation, and even the Hindu-Muslim 
riots which have been instigated under various pleas, are part of 
the struggle for change. It is a product of this struggle."15 

Says RSS publicist Seshadri in ‘Organiser’ that the "pulling 
down of Babri Masjid is a tremendous morale booster to the 
Hindu psyche". Has the Hindu psyche reached the stage where 
pulling down a masjid —a place of worship of another faith gives 
it a boost? Is that the stage to which it has been brought by the 
Sangh’s Hindutva? 

The BJP has been shouting from the housetops about nat:onat 
unity and integrity. Only a year back, its president, Murli Manohar 
Joshi set out on an Ekta Yatra from Kanyakumari to Kashmir, with 
the avowed aim of planting the tricolour in Srinagar. That the 
‘yatra' turned out to be a fiasco is another matter. The question is: 
Can national unity be built, and can our country survive on the 
crest of hatred and violence towards the minorities, by attacking 
their identity and desecrating the symbols of their faith? Can a 
Hindu Rashtra built on such foundation hold together the Mus- 
lim-majority Kashmir, the Christian-majority north eastern states, 
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the Sikh majority Punjab all within the common fold? There are 
too many countries falling apart before our eyes, in the present- 
day world. Let us not invite this fate on our heads. 

Hindus, just because they constitute the overwhelming 
majority in the country, have a special responsibility in this regard. 
History has bestowed on all a noble task, which is the task of first 
priority today, and that is to preserve and consolidate the unity of 
this ancient land, so as to be able to tackle the real problems of 
the masses —the problems of poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, 
emancipation from economic exploitation and social injustice and 
thus pave the way for rapid progress and development in all 
spheres. Is it to be obsession with mandir-masjid or pre-occupa- 
tion with the real issues affecting our people, issues of roti, kapada 
and makan? 

The BJP-RSS repeat a hundred times each day that 
secularism is a ‘western concept’. Even Vajpayee repeated this 
slander the other day in his eloquent speech. The purpose is to 
villify secularism in Indian minds, and sow their poisonous com- 
munal concepts instead. 

Secularism in the west has a different origin and a meaning 
of its own. It is a product of the Reformation and the Renaissance 
that swept the West. It liberated the western countries from the 
strangehold of the Church and the feudal lords. 

Secularism in India has arisen out of our own compulsions, 
our specific character as a nation. It is the only basis on which 
unity and integrity of our country, and the bonds of brotherhood 
and amity which will keep together 87 crores of our people with 
all their diversities, as Indians, can survive. There is no expres- 
sion which can perhaps convey its full significance in our lan- 
guages. But as the occasion demands, one may speak of it as 
‘dharmanirapekshata’,'‘sampradyanirapekshata’, 
’panthanirapekshata’ in relation to the state, and in some sense 
as 'sarva dharma samabhava’. It stands to reason that none but 
the protagonists of Sangh parivar’s Hindutva, can object to it. 


Vill 

The reader may well ask as to why we have frequently referred 
to Guruji’s writings. Did not Guruji write them way back in the 
forties and fifties? Has not much water flown down the Ganga 
after that, washing off much that was written? Well, the Sangh 
parivar has neither repudiated these thoughts of Guruji, nor out- 
grown them. They have ventured hither and thither, and talked 
even of "Gandhian Socialism" and ‘Integral Humanism’, but when 
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it came to the crunch it is these very thoughts that have come out 
of their tongues and pens and expressed themseves in deeds. 

If on the other hand, we have quoted liberally from Vivekanan- 
da and Gandhiji, it is to draw attention to the real Hindu ethos that 
stands in shining contrast to the Sangh parivar's Hindutva. Where 
in their Hindutva can we find even a trace of Vivekananda'’s 
vibrating thought and spirit, his non-conformism, his crusading 
zeal in trying to turn his Hindu brethren's faces away from 
obscurantism and bigotry, to open their eyes and ears to the vista 
of human progress and the call of the modern world, to touch their 
hearts at the misery and sufferings of the downtrodden? One has 
only to recall these words of Vivekananda: 

"Sitting down these hundreds of years with an ever-in- 
creasing load of ~rystallised superstition on your heads, for 
hundreds of years spending al! your energy upon discussing 
the touchableness or untouchableness of this food or that, 
with all humanity crushed out of you by the continuous social 
tyranny of ages — what are you?.....Come, be men. Kick out 
the priests who are always against progress, because they 
would never mend. Their hearts would never become big. 
They are the offspring of centuries of superstition and tyran- 
ny. Root out priestcraft first. Come, be men. Come out of 
your narrow holes and have a look abroad. See how nations 
are on the march........ “16 

There is nothing in common between the true Hindu ethos 
preached by our saints and savants, by builders of our nation, 
and the Hindutva of the Sangh parivar. 

On one side we have a broadness of vision, tolerance towards 
others, respect for all faiths, love and brotherhood among men of 
all creeds and communities. On the other, there is sectarian 
intolerance, sowing of hate and bigotry, contempt for other faiths, 
pitting brother against brother. 

The one leads to civil peace and national unity paving the way 
for progress and development. The other to fratricidal! strife and 
disintegration. 

The BJP and the Sangh parivar may think it is the road to 
political power. Actually it is the road to national disaster. 

Which is the true ethos, the true humanism, true patriotism? 

We must choose. 
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